$2 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020 THE PLAIN DEALER CLEVELAND.COM MN 


THE PLAIN DEALER 


ELECTION 2020 THE PRIMARIES 


Joe Biden chalks 
up more big wins 


As pandemic fears grip the nation, voters encounter hurdles. Trump clinches 


the GOP nod, and Biden crushes Sanders in Florida and Illinois. 


Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden had another super Tuesday with wins in at least 
two of the three states holding Democratic presidential primaries — Florida and Illinois. Matt Rourke, Associated Press 


Although there was no doubt, President Donald Trump officially became the presumptive Republican 


nominee on Tuesday. And Democrat Joe Biden easily won primaries in Florida and Illinois, according to 


exit polls. The delegate math is looking worse for Bernie Sanders, but voters in those states and in Arizona 


confronted shuttered polling places, a lack of cleaning supplies and confused officials struggling to administer 


an election during a public health crisis, a chaotic situation that voting advocates said created barriers for 


those trying to participate in the primaries. The three states chose to proceed with their contests this week 


while a fourth — Ohio — postponed in an eleventh-hour move, citing a “health emergency.” Washington Post 


See more coverage of Tuesday’s contests. Inside A10 


COVID-19 COMMENTARY 


DeWine is among nation’s most proactive 


Phillip Morris pmorris@plaind.com 


Governor Mike DeWine went to bed Sunday 

night with no intention of postponing Ohio’s 

presidential primary election. Shortly after he 
woke around dawn Monday, he said he realized he had no 
choice but to find a way to delay the vote scheduled for Tues- 
day. 

The first thing he had read that morning was a stunning 
report from the Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion that recommended no gatherings of more than 50 peo- 
ple, to help reduce the spread of the coronavirus. DeWine 
said it was at that moment that he fully realized that open- 
ing polls to senior citizens — either as poll workers or vot- 
ers — entailed unacceptable risks that could likely result in 
fatal outcomes. He was also deeply troubled at the thought of 
sending a mixed message. 

“For the past few days, we’ve been telling our seniors, 
especially, to stay at home. We’ve been telling them that 
countless lives will depend on the ability of all of us to prac- 
tice very careful social distancing,” DeWine told me ina 
phone interview Tuesday morning. 

“How could I in good conscience allow 35,000 poll work- 
ers, many of them over the age of 65, to spend 13 hours in a 
polling location? Yes, I wish I would have made the decision 
earlier than Monday. But what people need to understand is 
that this disease is moving rapidly in real time.” 

“In consultation with Dr. Amy Acton, I and others decided 
that the state of Ohio would not force a voter to decide 
between risking their health and exercising their right to 
vote,” said DeWine. 

Over the past two weeks, DeWine has stayed busy closing 
most of the staples in our lives. Since he effectively banned 
the Arnold Classic this month by prohibiting spectators from 
attend the hugely popular sports festival, he has been at the 


Lotteries, A2 Go & Do, A2 Metro, A3 


forefront of the nation’s most proactive governors in his 
medical and scientific-based response to the deadly virus. 
With scant warning, he has closed schools, in-person 
instruction at universities, and this past Sunday all of Ohio’s 
restaurants and bars. 
He has consulted with national experts and moved with 
an urgent haste that’s required in the onslaught of a pan- 


It was the postponement of Ohio’s primary that landed 
him his most unlikely national audience. Tuesday, he 
went on The View, the popular ABC talk show, to explain 
the primary vote decision to the show’s hostesses, who 
were missing Whoopi Goldberg, who was out being tested 
for COVID-19. 

DeWine told me he trusts his instincts when making hard 
decisions affecting the lives of families and the futures of 
businesses. But more than instincts, he said, it is important 
that Ohioans know that he leans most heavily on data-driven 
science and mathematical projection models to inform his 
COVID-19 decisions. 

Much has changed about the nation’s response to the 
pandemic since DeWine and Dr. Amy Acton, director 
of Ohio’s Department of Public Health, made a joint 
appearance at MetroHealth Medical Center on February 
27th to warn that an early wave of coronavirus was already 
washing over the state. 

Although 212 Ohioans considered at risk for coronavi- 
rus due to their recent travels outside of the United States 
had already been asked to voluntarily self-quarantine, there 
were no confirmed cases of COVID-19 at that time. As of 
Tuesday afternoon, there were 67 confirmed cases. 


SEE COMMENTARY, A7 
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COVID-19 UPDATE 


Confirmed: 
67 cases of 
coronavirus 
in Ohio 


Sixty-seven people in Ohio have tested 
positive for the new coronavirus, including 
17 who are hospitalized. 

That’s up from 50 on Monday afternoon. 
Fourteen people were hospitalized Monday 
afternoon. The age range is 14-86, witha 
median age of 48. Twenty-six females and 
41 males are infected. 

“It was just two weeks ago, we had our 
announcement about the Arnold,” Gov. 
Mike DeWine said in his Tuesday briefing, 
referring to the recent order barring most 
spectators from the Arnold Sports Festival. 
“So when we try to understand where we’re 
going to be two weeks from today, that sort 
of gives you an idea. We’ll continue to work 
very, very differently.” 


POSTPONED ELECTION 

DeWine spoke Tuesday after the post- 
poned primary election, a decision fol- 
lowed by chaos during the late hours Mon- 
day and early Tuesday. 

DeWine and Ohio Secretary of State 
Frank LaRose said at Monday afternoon’s 
briefing that they wanted to postpone 
the primary, due to the health risk, even 
though for days up to that point, they had 
said the election was still going as sched- 
uled. 

But then a Franklin County judge 
tossed out an attempt to delay the elec- 
tion around 7 p.m. Monday. DeWine and 
Ohio Department of Health Director 
Dr. Amy Acton ordered that the polls be 
closed around 10 p.m. Following that was 
an overnight ruling by the Ohio Supreme 
Court, refusing to get involved in the mat- 
ter. 

“Our goal is that everyone who wants to 
vote will be able to vote,” DeWine said at 
the briefing. “Our goal is no one will have 
to choose between their constitutional 
rights and risking their health.” 

He said 35,000 polling workers were 
scheduled to run the voting booths for 13 
hours, and some are 65 or older. 

“The health department felt it was not 
safe,” he said. 

He also said poll workers could be 
asymptomatic and spread COVID-19. 

“As we move forward, there are very 
good solutions out there, even by the Gen- 
eral Assembly or by the courts,” he said. 

DeWine proposed moving Election Day 
to June 2. It’s unclear whether the legisla- 
ture or courts will agree with that. 

Late Tuesday, the Ohio Democratic 
Party asked the Ohio Supreme Court to 
make April 28 the date of the postponed 
primary election. 


SEE COVID-19 UPDATE, A7 
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J) Word DRIVER 
License AGAINST 
WINDE 


Instructions can be seen Tuesday for 
vehicles entering the UH Landerbrook 
Health Center for the second day of 
drive-thru coronavirus testing. 
Marvin Fong. The Plain Dealer 
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